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The conventional explanation for the mitzvah to drink four cups of

wine at the Seder is that they represent the four terms for salvation

that Hashem used when instructing Moshe to inform Bnei Yisrael

that they would be redeemed: snxyiny, I shall take [you] out; snosm,
% I shall rescue; »nany, I shall redeem; and »anpY), I shall take [you to

72! Ig¢ b

Me] (Shemos 6:6-7).
Jhe source for this explanation is Talmud Yerushalmi on the first

Mishnah in Perek Arvei Pesachim, which discusses all the mitzvos
of the Seder.

~J What most people don’t know is that the Yerushalmi then offers
another explanation: these four cups correspond to the four times

that the word i3, cup, is mentioned in the dialogue between Yosef

and the Sar HaMashkim, Pharaoh’s cupbearer. The Sar HaMashlim

and the Sar HaOfim (baker) were in prison with Yosef, and they
each had a disturbing dream. Yosef interpreted their dreams, telling®
the Sar HaMashkim that he would be reinstated to his position and
the Sar HaOfim that he would be put to death. Eventually, Yosef’s
dream-interpreting skills led to his release from prison and his

appointment as the viceroy of Mitzrayim.
When we think about this correlation, it seems to be tenuous at
» best. The four terms of salvation are decidedly relevant to the night™
of Pesach. But just because the Sar HaMashkim and Yosef used theg
ward “cup” four times, for three thousand years since, we have a

{ mitzvah to drink four cups on the night of Pesach?

® Obv10usly, there must be some deeper meamng to thIS correlation.

% ex_‘“xuMT“"m_ =
HaGaon Rav Tzv1 Pesach Frank in ‘hIlS classic sefer w1p ’N'IP n

(V2 U 27n), tells us that there are two essential matters _
concerning the four cups of wine. First, drinking the four cups (
) serves as a symbol of freedom, since four corresponds to the four -
~

expressions of freedom (redemption) found in the Torah. Second,
each of the four cups is a distinct mitzva placed at one of four
different junctures in the process of the Seder. These are: 1)

Kiddush, 2) the end of the Hamadah narrative, 3) Bircas

HaMazon, and 4) the conclusion of Hallel. If one fails to drink a
gup of wine at any of these designated junctures, it is considered as
if he or she has not fulfi llpd_th_e JIE}L\@ of drmkmg the four cups.
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«§ The Birth of Man

The spiritual birth of Klal Yisrael was on Pesach, the leil haseder.
Rav Shimshon Pincus explains that this is why Seder night is such
an exciting time. The busy atmosphere and gathering of people
around us resembles the atmosphere in a home when a new baby
is born. Also, just as a midwife has many means at her. disposal
to assist the woman to give birth, we too have a set of tools and
techniques, laid out for us in the Haggadah, to help in the birth of
our identity as Hashem’s nation.

" We have matzos, maror, four cups of wine, and karpas, because
this is what is needed for our spiritual birth. The Seder night is
called the leil shimurim — night of watching. Hashem watched and
waited for this night, when He would finally witness the birth of the
nation that had been taking form and growing since the beginning
of creation. _

-?Each year on this night, we are reborn; we renew ourselves an
reenergize our spiritual growth. Tonight, we recreate man; that is
our purpose.

\v
«§ Three Mitzvos, Three Ideas

The Gemara states that there are three partners in the creation
of a person: the father, the mother, and Hashem. It further explains

{ 1at the father gives the lavan — the white elements, the mother
grovides the child the adom — the red elements, and Hashem
rovides the neshamah. After 120 years, Hashem reclaims his
gortion, leaving the body behind. Through this explanation, we
(ome to understand that there are three main components of a

w person: the bones, the blood, and the neshamah.

' Therefore, on Pesach night, there are three major mitzvos that
orrespond to this:

i'?Matzah: Matzah is made from white flour, which reflects the
‘ather’s portion in the child.

Four cups of wine: Wine is similar to the blood, which reflects
-ie mother’s portion.

Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim: Maggid is the spiritual part, which
oflects the neshamah from Hashem.

Bones form a person’s structure. Without them, man would
e nothing. The matzah is called bread of emunah — nehama
’hemnusa. A person who is missing emunah has no structure to
is life; he is missing his spiritual bones. When we eat matzah, we
1ject a massive shot of emunah into our personalities. This is what
uilds and strengthens the structure of a Jew. Without emunah man

gould be nothing.

Blood gives a person life. It's an expression of vitality and
&nthusiasm, which are a measure of our quality of life. That is why
7 wie drink the four cups of wine. We are expressing our excitement,
) gur impassioned love of Hashem and life. We must be alive tonight
{_vith shirah. The mitzvos shouldn’t be dry or boring. We open
ourselves up to feel the amazement of living with Hashem. The
tuman being that we are creating tonight should be full of life and
Nigor.
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Maggid — We might have a basic level of emunah and we might
%el excitement about the Seder, but as we say in the Haggadah,
Even if we are all tzaddikim and we are all learned in Torah, it is a
litzvah to tell about yetzias Mitzrayim,” to get a better and deeper

‘nderstanding of Hashem. This is Hashem'’s part in the man we are
reating tonight. This is the neshamah, and now we have created
complete human.being.

Just as the mother, father, and Hashem combine to form a
uman being, these three elements of the Seder combine to build

us spiritually. The matzah is the basic emunah, through which we
connect to Hashem. The wine brings excitement to that connection,
and sippur yetzias Mitzrayim helps us to reach a depth of
understanding about what this connection means.

Although the matzah is a vital part of the picture, it's only the
focal point of one part of the Seder. Wine, on the other hand,
takes center stage four times. One reason for this is that matzah
is a mitzvah d’Oraysa; we are commanded to have emunah and
believe in Hashem. Hashem tells us to construct the framework of
our spiritual lives and we do it. The commandment is fulfilled.

Drinking four cups of wine, however, is a mitzvah d’rabbanap.
The enthusiasm it represents isn’t something we can be commanded
to feel. It has to come from within us. Therefore, we drink wine
throughout the Seder; at the beginning, in the middle, and at its

_conclusion. This teaches us the need to keep our excitement with g

Z‘regard to our relationship with Hashem flowing throughout the
night, and throughout our lives.
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30 Ry Frond Hogeadall

The detail that clued Yosef in to what would occur was not in
the actual visions of the dreams, but in how Pharaoh’s servants

.5 5Poke. The Sar HaMashkim said: VDN D23y0 N NN *72 N9 D)

L 4

Y79 92 DY DD MY AN 1YY O U 0NN, And Pharaoh’s cup was in
my hand and [ took the grapes, pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup,
and I placed the cup on Pharaoh’s palm (Bereishis 40:11). The Sar
HaOfim said: Y91 y» DX YN iy NoN Ny ny1e Yoxm Yom 1ibyn bem
YWNI DY, And in the uppermost basket were all kinds of Pharaoh’s
food — baker’s handiwork — and the birds were eating them from
the basket above my head (ibid. v. 17).

The difference between them is that the Sar HaMashkim spoke

 with passion. His dream for himself was that he should once again

7j
4

be able to squeeze wine for Pharaoh and serve his king. The Sar
HaOfim had a flat, passive dream, in which there was bread in

haskets and a bird came and ate from it. He wasn’t doing anything;
he was a passive observer as everything happened around him.

When Yosef heard that the Sar HaMashkim has such passion for
his work — it wasn't just a job, it was his entire life — he realized
that this was a person who would be restored to his position. The
Sar HaOfim, who had no excitement for his job, didn't deserve to
be reinstated.

In a certain sense, we all have to become like the Sar HaMashlkim.

We are all servants of Hashem. In the past, our avodah took
on a very different form, when we had a Beis HaMikdash where
we could actively show our devotion to Hashem in a much more
proactive way. We have now been wandering for two millennia
without a Beis HaMikdash, without the ability to bring offerings to
Him, and, most pertinent to this night, without the ability to brmg
a korban Pesach.

If we want Hashem to end this bitter galus, we have to demonstrate

> tQHlm as the Sar HaMashkim did, that we sincerely want to be

reinstated. We have to express our passion, our devotion, and the
feeling of supreme emptiness we feel as long as we don’t have a
Beis HaMikdash.

This is the message of the Yerushalmi. You want to be able to
serve Hashem again in Yerushalayim, with a Beis HaMikdash? You
want to see the fulfillment of what we will daven for tonight: 'n 13
0iYYH NINIPY OONAND OMINN DXHYTF) DY TYIND M APNTIN MION) IO
NP 1 DNHD 1R DY DINY) ANTIaYE Oy 7Y Pz onpb, So,
HASHEM, our God and God of our fathers, bring us also to future
holidays and festivals in peace, gladdened in the rebuilding of Your
city and joyful at Your service. There we shall eat of the offerings

and Passover sacrifices? If we show that we're yearning for it, that

we truly feel lacking in our lives without a Beis HaMikdash, then

s~ we'll get there. But if we're just going through the motions, then why

should Hashem bring us back?
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